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CONSTITUTION
of the
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MARION, OH
Adopted by the membership, June 5, 2016, Latest Update, March 21, 2021

Article 1 -- Name

The name of this church is Central Baptist Church.

Article 2 — Purpose

Our purpose as a church is to carry out the Great Commission Jesus Christ gave in
Matthew 28:18-20: And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that [
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

Article 3 — Core Beliefs

Section 1—Statement of Faith

We believe the Bible is the Holy Spirit-inspired Word of God and is the final standard
of truth and the framework upon which the church is built, guided and governed. It is profitable
for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). We believe the
Bible is complete (Psalm 119:89; Proverbs 30:5-7; Hebrews 1:1-2; Revelation 22:18-19) and is
fully sufficient for life (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Pet. 1:3-4). We exist to worship Him and to build up
the body of Christ by serving God in the ministry for which He has gifted us (Rom. 11:36;

1 Cor. 12:4-11).

Central Baptist Church is a local assembly of the body of Christ universal which
consists of many assemblies worldwide. We count as brothers and sisters in Christ any church
that believes that Jesus Christ is Lord, our only Savior and the Bible is the inerrant word of God.
As a Doctrinal Statement we subscribe to The Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (see Appendix
A).
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Section 2 — Statement on Marriage, Sex, and Sexuality

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female.
These two distinct, complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God
(Gen 1:26-27). Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that
person.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and
one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Gen 2:18-25). We believe
that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to
each other (1 Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4).

We believe that God has commanded that no sexual activity be engaged in outside of a
marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication,
homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and
offensive to God (Matt 15:18-20; 1 Cor. 6:9-10).

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Central Baptist Church
as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the Central Baptist members
and the community, it is imperative that all persons employed by Central Baptist in any
capacity, or who serve as volunteers, agree to and abide by this Statement on Marriage, Sex, and
Sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Thess. 5:22).

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake
their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Acts 3:19-21; Rom. 10:9-10;
1 Cor. 6:9-11).

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect and
dignity (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31). Hateful and harassing behavior (words or actions) directed
toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines
of Central Baptist Church.

Section 3—Sanctity of Human Life

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is
of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or
mentally challenged and every other stage of condition from conception through natural death.
We are therefore called to defend, protect and value all human life (Psalm 139).

Section 4 — Final Authority for Matters of Belief and Conduct

Our Statement of Faith and our Statement on Marriage, Sex, and Sexuality do not
exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that
speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the
sole and final source of all that we believe.

Article 4 — Membership

Section 1 - Qualifications

To qualify for membership in this church, a person must be a believer in Jesus Christ,
who has been baptized by immersion in obedience to Christ following his or her regeneration,
and who wholeheartedly believes in the Christian faith as revealed in the Bible. Each member
must agree to submit to the teaching of Scripture as expressed in our Core Beliefs and must
promise to keep the commitments expressed in the Church govenant. Prospective members
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also must complete Central Baptist Church’s membership class.

Section 2 - Admission of Members

The Elders shall be responsible for determining each person's qualification for
membership. In making this determination, they may rely on a person's profession of faith, or
by transfer letter from another Baptist or church of like faith and order, provided such person
has been baptized according to the teachings of the New Testament (Mark 1:9-11). Once
convinced, the Elders will present each person to the church for admission into membership.
Members shall at that point relinquish their membership in any other church.

Section 3 - Duties and Privileges of Membership

In accord with the duties enumerated in the Church Covenant, each member shall be
privileged and expected to participate in and contribute to the ministry and life of the church,
consistent with God's leading and with the gifts, time, and material resources each has
received from God. Only members of this congregation shall be entitled to serve in the
ministries of the church; non-members may serve on an ad-hoc basis with the approval of the
Elders. Notwithstanding, non-members may serve the church for purposes of administration
and professional consultation.

Under Christ this congregation is governed by its members. Therefore, it is the
privilege and responsibility of members to attend all members' meetings and vote on the
election of officers, on decisions regarding membership status, and on such other matters as
may be submitted to a vote.

Section 4 —Designation of Membership

In order to properly identify members of the Church in good standing, the membership
shall be updated periodically as determined by the Elder Body. The Elders reserve the right to
recommend terminating the membership of a member who is not fulfilling his/her covenant
responsibilities.

Section 5—Inactive Members

It is the responsibility of all church members to minister to one another. When any
member is aware that fellow members are becoming inactive (as evidenced by their absence
from regular worship services or declining involvement in church ministries) it is that member’s
responsibility to reach out to them to offer encouragement and to determine if there is a reason,
concern, etc., that is causing their inactivity. Any feedback from those discussions should be
shared with the Elders. If members continue to be inactive, Elders should meet with the
members involved to discuss and, if possible, resolve any concerns. In addition, Elders will
determine whether the members wish to continue in fellowship with CBC or to be removed from
the church roll. (Note: a member will not be considered inactive because of illness or who is
physically unable to attend worship services or other church functions.)

Section 6—Termination of Membership

Members shall be removed from the Church roll for the following reasons: 1) death;
2) transfer of membership to another church; 3) request of the member; 4) dismissal when the
member’s life and conduct is not in accordance with the membership covenant in such a way
that the member hinders the ministry and/or the influence of the Church in the community
and, in addition, the member refuses to comply with church discipline (Matt. 18:15-21); or
5) the member becomes inactive. The Elders will oversee ngembership termination, always
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being mindful of seeking reconciliation, when necessary. These actions will be shared with
the membership of the church.

Section 7—Restoration of Membership

The Elders shall pursue restoration of members dismissed according to the spirit of
2 Corinthians 2:7-8, when repentance is evident.

The members of this church, and all other professing Christians who regularly attend or
fellowship with this church, understand that Central Baptist is an autonomous church composed
of members who have voluntarily joined together to carry out the vision for Central Baptist as
given by God and led by Elders.

All members and all other professing Christians who regularly attend or fellowship with
this church, agree that any appeal of a termination of membership or any request for restoration
of active membership shall be made, in writing, to the Elders and agree to abide by their
decision and shall not seek any appeal to any outside ecclesiastical or governmental body,
including, but not limited to, the Buckeye Central-Erie Association, the state or national
convention or a local, state or federal judicial system. With the concurrence of the Elders,
petitioners seeking reinstatement of membership will be presented to the congregation for
approval.

Section 8 — Church Covenant

Having been led, as I believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
my Savior, and on the profession of my faith in Him, having been baptized in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, I do now, in the presence of God and this local
assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with the members of Central Baptist
Church as one local body in Christ.

Being in agreement with the essential beliefs of Central Baptist Church as outlined in
our Statement of Faith, our Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality, and our statement on
the Sanctity of Human Life, I engage, therefore, by the assistance of the Holy Spirit, to walk in
Christian love, to strive for the advancement of this Church in knowledge, in holiness and
comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality by employing my spiritual giftedness in the
local body; to sustain its worship, ordinances, disciplines and doctrines; to contribute
generously, cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the Church,
the relief of the poor and the spread of the Gospel through all nations.

I also engage to maintain family and personal devotions; to educate my family in the
Christian faith; to seek the salvation of my family, associates and acquaintances; to live
carefully in the world; to be just in my dealings, faithful in my engagements and blameless in
my attitudes and conduct; to avoid gossip, murmuring and excessive anger; to seek God’s help
in abstaining from the use of illegal substances and practices that harm the body or jeopardize
my own or another’s faith.

I further engage to watch over others in brotherly love; to remember others in prayer; to
aid others in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in
speech; to be slow to take offense and always ready for reconciliation and, mindful of the rules
of our Savior, to secure it without delay.

I moreover engage to follow the leaders of the church, submitting myself to their teaching,
guidance, encouragement, and if need be, correction.
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Article 5—Church Ordinances

Section 1—Baptism

Baptism will occur after a person repents and believes in the Gospel (Mark 1:14-15).
Baptism shall be by immersion only and shall be administered by the Church in obedience to
God.

Section 2—The Lord’s Supper

Any person who has received Christ into his/her life as Lord and Savior is eligible to
partake of the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper shall be observed as taught in the Scriptures
by those who know Christ as Lord and after self-examination. The Lord’s Supper shall be
observed at least once each quarter.

Article 6 - Meetings

Section 1 - Worship Meetings

Worship services shall be held each Lord's Day (Sunday), and other services (special
services, small group meetings, etc.) may be held throughout the week as the church
determines.

Section 2 — Informational Meetings
Informational meetings will be scheduled at the discretion of the Elders. Announcement
of the meeting shall be made at least one week in advance in one of the following ways:

e Distribution of written material to the congregation in attendance at a regular
Sunday worship service.

e Announcement of the meeting in a church newsletter, either electronic or printed.

e Oral announcement to the congregation at a Sunday worship service.

e Delivery by email (preferred) or U.S. mail to each active member identified on the
membership role.

Matters requiring approval by a vote of the membership include:

e The annual budget.

e Election of Vocational Pastors, Volunteer Pastor/Elders and Deacons.
e  Other issues/decisions as deemed by the Elders.

In every meeting together, members shall act in that spirit of mutual trust,
openness, and loving consideration which is appropriate within the body of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

One of the Elders will preside as moderator at all members' meetings of the
church. The Elders shall see that the stated meetings of the church are regularly held and
that required reports are submitted to the church by the responsible members.

Every member in good standing age 18 or above shall have the right to vote on matters
brought before the Central Baptist membership.

At least 20 percent of active members must be present at a meeting to constitute a
quorum.
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All voting matters considered shall be decided by a majority of the members present
unless otherwise specified.

All members must be present in person to vote at any informational meeting. No
proxies shall be permitted.

Article 7—Church Leadership

Section 1 — Structure and Function

Central Baptist is an Elder-led, Deacon-served, congregationally accountable church. In
addition to Elders and Deacons, other staff persons serve in support positions necessary for
ministry. (A full explanation of our church government can be found on the church website and
in the church office.)

Section 2—Affiliations

Central Baptist is an autonomous church who participates in the Cooperative Program
of the Southern Baptist Convention along with other churches who affiliate with the Southern
Baptist Convention. Central Baptist is affiliated with the Buckeye Central-Erie Baptist
Association within the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio.

Section 3—Elders/Pastors

The Elder Body consists of Central Baptist’s full-time pastors and ordained volunteer
pastors. Elders are responsible for spiritual oversight and vision, teaching/preaching, counseling
and church discipline. Elders are elected by the Central Baptist membership to an indefinite
term.

Section 4—Lead Pastor

The Lead Pastor, in conjunction with the other Elders, shall be responsible for the
overall leadership and vision of the church. Together they shall lead the church in a fellowship
of worship, witness, education, ministry and application. They shall proclaim the gospel to
unbelievers and believers alike, and, along with the Deacons, shall be concerned with the care of
church members and others in the community.

Section 5—Associate Pastor

The church may call additional pastors whose relationship to the Lead Pastor is that of
associate. An Associate Pastor shall be an Elder. He shall perform the duties of an Elder
described in Section 2, above, and shall be recognized by the church as particularly gifted
and called to the ministry. In the absence or incapacity of the Lead Pastor for defined periods of
time, the Associate Pastor(s) shall assume the responsibility for his duties under the oversight of
the Elders.

Section 6—Deacons

The Deacon Body consists of men called and ordained to manage business and
ministry needs of the church. In concert with the Elders, Deacons are responsible for finances
and facilities, as well as the care and service ministry. They also serve as the primary counsel
to the Elders on church matters. Deacons are elected by the Central Baptist membership to an
indefinite term.
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Section 7—Ministry Staff

Ministry staff positions are created and appointed by the Elder Body (with
consultation of Deacons as appropriate) and filled by paid or volunteer staff based on ministry
needs. Creation of budgeted positions shall be recommended by the Elders and approved by
the Central Baptist membership.

Elders will be responsible for reviewing the church leadership structure and may
make recommendations on additional staff positions, define term limits, etc., for approval by
the church membership.

More information on the structure, positions and responsibilities of the church
leadership is contained in the Central Baptist Church Leadership Handbook (see Appendix B).

Article 8—Selection of Vocational Pastors

Section 1—Selection of Vocational Pastors (Lead or Associate Pastors)

When it becomes necessary to elect a Pastor, a six-member Pastor Search Committee
shall seek a man who meets the qualifications required by the church. (For details on the
formation of the Pastor Search Committee, see Article 8, Section 2.) In all the deliberations, the
committee, Elders, Deacons and members of the church shall seek the leadership of the Holy
Spirit.

Any member of the church can suggest prospective pastoral candidates to the Pastor
Search Committee for its consideration. But only this committee can make a nomination to the
church.

As the final step to nominate a particular pastor to the position, the committee shall,
working with the Elders and Deacons, arrange a time for church members to visit with the
prospective pastor. The Pastor Search Committee, Elders and Deacons should work closely
with the prospective pastor in putting together a final economic package, which would be
presented to the church for approval. When the qualified man has been heard, the committee
shall nominate him by consensus.

The church will vote on the prospective pastor at a called meeting. However, the
membership shall be notified of the meeting and its purpose at least one week in advance. The
meeting will not be held on the same day the prospective pastor’s visit to the church. The pastor
shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members comprising the
quorum (see Quorum, Article 6, Section 2). Ballots shall be collected and counted by the
Deacons.

Should the church not elect the first person recommended, the same procedure shall be
followed until a qualified person is elected. However, at no time shall the church consider more
than one person at a time.

Section 2—CQualifications
Vocational pastors shall be chosen on the basis of qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy
3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. In accordance with and in addition to, vocational pastors shall:

e Be an adult male.

e Seck and be responsive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit, exercising faith and
wisdom in his judgments.

e Understand and support the gospel of Christ, the Baptist Faith and Message 2000, the
CBC Core Beliefs and CBC Church Covenant.

e Handle his financial, social and moral affairs in an upright manner and his conduct
shall be above reproach. 7




310 e Be the husband of one wife.

311 e Support the church with tithes as taught in the Scriptures.

312

313

314 Section 3—Formation of Pastor Search Committee

315 When forming a Pastor Search Committee, the Elders and Deacons will invite members

316  to submit their names (or names of other members) as candidates for a six-member committee.
317  The Elders and Deacons will consider those candidates, as well as others they may identify,

318  based on qualifications, skill sets, experience and willingness/availability to serve. To the extent
319  possible, the Elders and Deacons will select a group that is a representative cross section of the
320  church membership.

321

322 Article 9—Selection of Volunteer Pastor/Elders

323

324 Section 1—Selection of Volunteer Pastor/Elders

325 The Elders shall identify men whom they believe meet the qualifications set forth in this
326  document for consideration.

327

328 Section 2—Qualifications

329 Pastor/Elders shall be selected on the basis of qualifications outlined in

330 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. In accordance with and in addition to, a Volunteer
331  Pastor/Elder shall:

332 e Be an adult male.

333 e Be a member of this church for at least one year before being considered for the
334 office.

335 o Seck and be responsive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit, exercising faith and
336 wisdom in his judgments.

337 e Understand and support the gospel of Christ, the Baptist Faith and Message
338 2000, the CBC Core Beliefs and CBC Church Covenant.

339 e Handle his financial, social and moral affairs in an upright manner and his

340 conduct shall be above reproach.

341 e Be the husband of one wife.

342 e Support the church with tithes as taught in the Scriptures.

343

344 Section 3—Election Process

345 Using Acts 20:28 as our scripture guidance, the current Elders shall review and pray

346  over those identified and shall approach those whom they determine meet the stated

347  qualifications.

348 Those men who are determined to meet the qualifications of an Elder will be asked if
349  they would consider the position. They will be asked to review, pray over and affirm they
350  believe they meet the qualifications of an Elder as set forth in this document.

351 Men who feel called will be interviewed by a six-member Ordination Council. The
352 council will examine the candidate through theological questioning to affirm his calling and
353  aptitude to serve as an Elder. The council will be composed of current ordained Elders from
354  Central Baptist, as well as other ordained pastors serving in the SBC. Following the meeting
355  with the candidate, the council will report to the church with its recommendation on the

356  candidate’s ordination as a Pastor/Elder.

357 As the final step to select a particular Pastor/Elder, the Elders will arrange a time for

358  church members to visit with the prospective candidate and to vote on his appointment at a
8



359  called meeting. The membership shall be notified of the meeting and its purpose at least one
360  week in advance. The Pastor/Elder shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds affirmative
361  vote of the members comprising the quorum. Ballots shall be collected and counted by the
362  Deacons. Once elected by the membership, the candidate will be formally ordained as a

363  Pastor/Elder in a special ordination service.

364 A man can become an Elder by being ordained by this church or by transfer from

365  another Southern Baptist Church. Transfer Elders approved by the Elder Body shall be

366  recommended to the church membership for approval.

367
368 Section 4—Removal of Pastor/Elders
369 Any Volunteer Pastor/Elder may be removed from office at any meeting of the Elders if

370  he is found to be physically or mentally incapacitated or spiritually unqualified (according to
371  pertinent Scripture, including 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9), after thorough corroborating
372 investigation by the Elders, in accord with the procedures prescribed by pertinent Scripture,

373  including Matthew 18:15-18 and 1 Timothy 5:19.

374 Once the Elders reach a decision to remove a Pastor/Elder, that recommendation will be
375  taken to the CBC membership at a stated meeting and will require approval of two-thirds of the
376  members at that meeting (provided there is a quorum).

377

378

379 Article 10—Selection of Deacons

380

381 Section 1—Chairman of the Body

382 The Chairman of the Body shall be chosen from among the Deacons. He shall, when

383  present, preside at all meetings of the Deacon Body. He shall, in general, perform all duties
384  incident to the office of Chairman of the Body and such other duties as may be assigned to him
385 by the Deacon Body.

386

387 Section 2—Qualifications for Deacons

388  Deacons shall be selected on the basis of qualifications outlined in Acts 6:3 and in 1 Timothy
389  3:8-13. In addition, the following specific qualifications apply:

390

391 e A Deacon shall be an adult male.

392 e A Deacon must be a member of this church for at least one year before being
393 considered for the office.

394 e A Deacon shall seek and be responsive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit,
395 exercising faith and wisdom in his judgments.

396 e A Deacon shall understand and support the gospel of Christ, the Baptist Faith
397 and Message, the CBC Core Beliefs and CBC Church Covenant.

398 e A Deacon shall handle his financial, social and moral affairs in an upright
399 manner and his conduct shall be above reproach.

400 e A Deacon shall be the husband of one wife.

401 e A Deacon shall support the church with tithes as taught in the Scriptures.
402

403 Section 3—Election Process

404 The Elders and Deacons shall identify men whom they believe meet the qualifications

405 set forth in this document for consideration.
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Using Acts 20:28 as our scripture guidance, the current Elders and Deacons shall review
and pray over all those identified and shall approach those whom they determine meet the
qualifications set forth in this document.

Those men who are determined to meet the qualifications of a Deacon will be asked if
they would consider the position. They will be asked to review, pray over and affirm they
believe they meet the qualifications of a Deacon as set forth in this document. They will be
interviewed at length and if, after the interview, they still aspire to the position and if the present
Elders and Deacons still believe they meet the qualifications set forth in this document, they will
be presented to the congregation as candidates for the position.

The members of Central Baptist Church will have the opportunity to meet with the
current Deacons to voice any concerns or objections to any man nominated, based on biblical
qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy and Titus. It is the members’ responsibility to make an
appointment with the office administration in order to meet with the Deacons in such cases.

The Elders and Deacons shall reach consensus on the recommendation of any new
Deacon in accordance with these bylaws. This recommendation shall be made after the above
provisions have been satisfied and the candidates have been carefully examined, interviewed
and prayerfully considered. The Elders and Deacons will then present recommended candidates
at a business meeting for election by CBC’s membership.

A man can become a Deacon by being ordained by this church or by being a transfer
Deacon from another Southern Baptist Church. Transfer Deacons approved by the Elders and
Deacon Body shall be recommended to the church for approval.

Section 4—Removal of Deacons

Any Deacon may be removed from office at any meeting of the Elders and Deacon
Body if he is found to be physically or mentally incapacitated or spiritually unqualified
(according to pertinent Scripture, including 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9), after thorough
corroborating investigation by the Elders and Deacons, in accord with the procedures prescribed
by pertinent Scripture, including Matthew 18:15-18 and 1 Timothy 5:19.

Once the Elders and Deacons reach a decision to remove a Deacon, that
recommendation will be taken to the CBC membership at a stated meeting and will require
approval of two-thirds of the members at that meeting (provided there is a quorum).

Article 11—Church Financial Operations

Section 1—Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the Church shall be fixed by resolution of Elders and Deacons.

Section 2—Financial Support
This church shall be financed solely through tithes, love offerings and gifts.

Section 3—Unified Budget
A unified budget includes all accounts that are financed by undesignated receipts and
usually referred to as the General Fund.

Section 4—Handling of Funds
Funds for any and all purposes shall be handled through the Office Manager, in
conjunction with the Deacons.

1
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Section 5--Special Funds
All appeals for special funds not provided for in the unified budget shall require
approval of the Senior Pastor and Elder Body with the exception of:
e The Lottie Moon offering supporting the work of the International Mission
Board.
e The Annie Armstrong offering supporting the work of the North American
Mission Board.
e Gideon Bible Ministry.
e World Hunger and Associational Offerings.
e Ray Roberts State Missions Offering.

All contributions designated for a specific purpose shall be used only for that purpose,
unless there are surplus funds contributed for the project, or the Elders determine the project is
no longer needed as part of CBC’s ministries. While the church reserves the right to reallocate
unused designated funds, a reasonable effort will be made by the Elders to consult with the
original donor regarding the change and the reasons for the decision.

Section 6—Audit of Church Finances

The Elders and Deacons, at their discretion, shall periodically convene a committee to
conduct either: (1) a full audit; or (2) a less-comprehensive review, of the church finances. The
committee shall be composed of six members, including the Central Baptist Office Manager, a
representative from the Deacon Body, three additional CBC members and an external (non-
member) accountant.

In concert with the Office Manager, the Elders and Deacons will select the participating
accountant. The Elders and Deacons also will invite members to submit their names (or names
of other members) as candidates for the committee. The Elders and Deacons will consider those
candidates, as well as others they may identify, based on qualifications, skill sets, experience
and willingness/availability to serve. To the extent possible, the committee shall represent a
cross section of the church membership.

Upon the conclusion of the audit/review, the committee will submit a summary of its
report to the Elders, Deacons and congregation at an informational meeting.

Section 7—Contracts

The Elders may authorize any staff member to enter into any contract and to execute
and deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of Central Baptist Church; and such
authority may be general or confined to specific instances.

Section 8—I oans

No loan shall be contracted on behalf of the church and no evidences of indebtedness
shall be issued in its name unless authority is specifically given by a resolution of the Elders and
Deacons and approved by the church’s active members. Such authority may be general or
confined to specific instances.

Section 9—Checks, Drafts, etc.

All checks, drafts, or other orders for the payment of money, notes, or other evidences
of indebtedness issued in the name of the church shall be signed only by those individuals
authorized by the Deacon Body.
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Section 10--Deposits

All funds of the church employed shall be deposited from time to time to the credit of
the church in such banks, trust companies, or other depositories as the Elder Body and Deacon
Body may select.

Article 12—Leadership Handbook

Central Baptist’s Leadership Handbook provides more details on the policies,
procedures and day-to-day operations of the church. The Elders are empowered to review and
adopt any proposed changes/updates to the handbook, as long as those revisions are consistent
with the principles set forth in the CBC Constitution. When changes are made, the Elders will
update the CBC members at an informational meeting as they issue a revised edition of the
handbook.

Article 13—Use of Church Facilities

Section 1--Purpose Statement

The church’s facilities are provided through God’s benevolence and by the sacrificial
generosity of church members. The church desires that its facilities be used for the fellowship of
the Body of Christ and to bring God glory. Although the facilities are not generally open to the
public, we make our facilities available to approved non-members as a witness to our faith, in a
spirit of Christian charity, and as a means of demonstrating the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
practice.

But facility use will not be permitted to persons or groups holding, advancing, or
advocating beliefs or practices that conflict with the church’s faith or moral teachings, which are
summarized in, among other places, the church’s constitution. Nor may church facilities be used
for activities that contradict, or are deemed inconsistent with, the church’s faith or moral
teachings. The Elders, or their official designees, are the final decision-makers concerning use
of church facilities.

Our policy for use of the Central Baptist Fellowship Hall is detailed in the Central
Baptist Leadership Handbook.

Article 14--Amendments

Section 1—Procedure

This constitution may be amended or repealed, and a new constitution may be adopted,
by a vote of the church members at a scheduled informational meeting. Any meeting at which
the constitution is amended or repealed must be preceded by notice given in accordance with
Article 6, Section 2. The notice shall be accompanied by a copy or summary of the amendment
or state the general nature of the amendment.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A:

THE BAPTIST FAITH & MESSAGE 2000
I. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men who were divinely influenced. The Holy Bible is
God's explaining Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine teaching. God is the
author. Salvation is its purpose. Truth, without any mistakes, is its substance. For these
reasons, all Scripture is completely true. All Scripture is completely correct. It tells the
main beliefs that God uses to judge us. It is the true center of Christianity. It will remain
the center of Christianity until the end of the world. It is the most excellent ideal. It is
with this ideal that all human behavior, all statements of belief, and all religious
opinions should be tested. All Scripture is proof of the Christ. Christ is the center of
divine revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10;
119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18;
22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans
15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

II. God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and
personal Being. He is the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God
is never-ending in purity. God is perfect. God is all powerful. God is all knowing. He
knows about all things in the past, present, and future. He knows about all of the future
decisions that His free created beings will make. To Him we owe the highest love,
respect, and obedience. The never-ending God shows Himself to us as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. These three have separate personal characteristics. There is no difference in
their nature, essence, or being.

A. God the Father

God as Father rules with kind care over His universe, His creatures, and human history
according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful. He is all knowing. He is all
loving. He is all wise. God is Father to people who become children of God through
faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude toward all men.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:111f.; 20:11f.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy

6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10;

17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-
1
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8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6;
Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Christ is the never-ending Son of God. In His life as Jesus Christ, He was brought into
being by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus completely showed and did
the will of God. He became a human being with all the stress and needs of human
beings. He identified completely with humans. Even though He was human, He had no
sin. He respected the divine law. He personally obeyed God. When He died for others
on the cross, He made a way for the salvation of men from sin. He was raised from the
dead with a glorified body. He appeared to His disciples. They knew that He was the
person who was with them before His death on the cross. He went up into heaven. He is
now honored at the right hand of God. He is the One Mediator. He is completely God.
He is completely man. In Him are God and man brought together. He will return in
power and majesty to judge the world. When He returns, He will complete His work of
salvation. He now lives in all believers as the living and always present Lord.

Genesis 18:11f.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29;
11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70;
24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-
22;20:1- 20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21;
8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9;
Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22;
2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3;
4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12- 15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2;
4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is completely divine. He
influenced holy men of Bible times to write the Scriptures. By explanation He allows
men to understand truth. He honors Christ. He shows men their sin. He shows men the
worthiness of Christ. He shows men their punishment. He calls men to the Saviour. He
is the source of rebirth. At the moment of rebirth, He takes every believer into the Body
of Christ. He grows believers into mature Christians. He comforts believers. He gives
the spiritual gifts to believers. With these gifts, believers can serve God through His
church. He keeps the believer safe until the day of the last salvation. His presence in the
Christian is the promise that God will make the believer completely like Christ. He
explains and gives power to the believer and to the church in worship, evangelism, and
service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-
32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19;
1.
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11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31;
5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1
Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1
Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2
Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

III. Man

Man is the special creation of God. Man is made in God’s likeness. God created them
as male and female. They are the greatest work of His creation. Being made male or
female by God is a part of the goodness of God's creation. In the beginning man was
innocent of sin. He was given the gift of freedom of choice by his Creator. By his free
choice man sinned against God. Man brought sin into all people in the entire world.
Through the temptation of Satan, man disobeyed the command of God. He lost his
original innocence. Now all men inherit a life and a background willing to sin. As a
result, as soon as they are able to make right decisions and actions, they become
sinners. They are guilty of sin. Only the kindness of God can bring man into His holy
fellowship. Only the kindness of God can let man complete the creative purpose of
God. The godliness of all people is obvious, because God made man in His own
likeness. The godliness of all people is obvious, because Christ died for all men. Now
every person of every race should receive respect and Christian love.

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah
17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6;
7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians
1:21-22; 3:9- 11.

IV. Salvation

Salvation includes the whole man. Salvation is given to all who accept Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour. Jesus Christ by His own blood brought never-ending salvation to the
believer. Salvation includes being accepted just as you are when you turn from your
sin. Salvation includes being set apart for His work. Salvation includes being made to
worship God. There is no salvation without personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's kindness. Believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart created by the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit shows us our sin. The sinner begins by turning from sin and turning to
God. The sinner has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Turning from sin and turning to
God and faith are experiences of God’s kindness that are never separated.
Repentance is a real turning from sin to God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ
and commitment of the whole person to Him as Lord and Saviour.

B. Justification is God's kind and complete pardon from sin of all sinners because of
1
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His righteousness. All sinners must turn from their sin and turn to God. All sinners
must believe in Christ to receive justification. Justification brings the believer into
a relationship of peace and approval with God.

C. Sanctification is the way a believer is set apart for God's purposes. Sanctification
begins with new birth. The believer grows toward moral and spiritual maturity. The
believer grows because of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit living in him.
Growth should continue throughout the believer’s life.

D. Glorification is the result of salvation. Glorification is the last blessed condition of
the believer. This condition never ends for the believer as he worships God forever
in heaven.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke
1:68- 69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts
2:21;4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-
10; 6:1-23; 8:1- 18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10;
2 Corinthians 5:17- 20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-
16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy
1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter
1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

V. God's Purpose of Grace

Becoming one of God’s children is the caring work of God. He accepts us just as we are.
He sets us apart for His work. He wants us to be with Him and to worship Him forever.
God’s kind plan does not deny the free will of man. God’s plan includes all the ways to
accomplish this. God’s plan is the great evidence of God's most excellent goodness.
God’s plan is very wise, holy, and cannot be changed. God’s plan does not include
boasting. God’s plan encourages humility.

All true believers continue forever. Believers that God has accepted in Christ and set
apart for His work by His Spirit will never lose their salvation. They shall continue
forever. Believers may sin because of neglect and temptation. Believers grieve the Spirit
because they sin. Believers damage their graces and comforts because of sin. Believers
bring criticism on the cause of Christ because of sin. Believers bring worldly judgments
on themselves because of sin. Even though they may sin, true believers will still be saved
by the power of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.;

Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-

48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32;

Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28;

Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2
1
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Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39—12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1
John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

VI. The Church

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an independent local congregation
of baptized believers. These believers are joined by shared agreement. These believers
share in the same faith and fellowship of the gospel. This group of baptized believers
observes the two ordinances of Christ. They are guided by His laws. They use the gifts,
rights, and privileges given to them by His Word. They are trying to present the gospel
to all people on the earth. Each congregation works under the Lordship of Christ by
self-governing methods.

In this kind of congregation, each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as
Lord. The church’s scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. Both men and women
are given gifts by the Holy Spirit for service in the church. The office of pastor is
limited to men that meet the qualifications found in Scripture.

The New Testament describes the church as the Body of Christ. This church includes
all of the believers from throughout history. These believers come from every people
group. They come from every language group. They come from all people from every
country.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-
30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12;
Ephesians 1:22- 23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1
Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

VII. Baptism and the Lord's Supper

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience. Baptism is the picture of the
believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour. Baptism is a picture of the
believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in a new
life in Christ Jesus. Baptism shows the believer’s faith in the final resurrection of the
dead. Baptism is required before church membership. Baptism is also required before
taking the Lord's Supper.

The Lord's Supper is a picture of obedience. Church members eat the bread and drink
the fruit of the vine. They remember the death of the Redeemer. They look forward to
His second coming.
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Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20;
John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians
10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12.

VIII. The Lord's Day

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is a Christian custom to recognize this
day regularly. On this day Christians celebrate the resurrection of Christ from the dead.
This day should include worship and spiritual commitment, both public and private.
Activities on the Lord's Day should agree with the Christian's sense of right and wrong
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36;
John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:5-10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians
2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10.

IX. The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes His general rule over the universe. The Kingdom of God
also includes His rule over men. These men of their own free will accept Him as King.
The Kingdom is the area of salvation. Men receive this salvation by having trust like a
child and making a commitment like a child to Jesus Christ. Christians should pray and
work so that the Kingdom of God may come. Christians should pray and work so that
God's will may be done on earth. The Kingdom of God will be complete when Jesus
Christ returns to earth again at the end of this time.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52;
25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42;
John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28;
Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10;
11:15; 21-22.

X. Last Things

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its right end. In
keeping with His promise, Jesus Christ will return to earth in person. He will be seen in
all His greatness by all people on the earth. The dead will be raised. Christ will judge
all men with honesty. The unworthy will be sent to Hell, the place of never-ending
punishment. The worthy, in their resurrected and glorified bodies, will receive their
reward. They will live forever in Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark
8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11;
17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10;

1
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Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2
Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28;
James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

XI. Evangelism and Missions

It is the job and honor of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus
Christ to try to make disciples of the people from all nations. The new birth of man's
spirit by God's Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. Winning the lost world to
faith in Jesus Christ depends on all believers. Making disciples is a Christian duty for
the person who has already accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Making
disciples is clearly commanded many times in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus
Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every
child of God to try always to win the lost to Christ by a spoken witness. The child of
God should also present a Christian way of life. The methods used to witness should be
in agreement with the gospel of Christ.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-
43;16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-
8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15;
Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1
Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

XII. Education

Christianity is the faith of explanation and intelligence. In Jesus Christ are all the riches
of understanding and learning. All good learning is a part of our Christian history. The
new birth opens all human abilities. The new birth creates a desire for learning. The
reason for education in the Kingdom of Christ is brought together with missions and
general kindness to others. These should receive the generous support of the churches.
A system of Christian education is necessary for a complete spiritual program for
Christ's people.

In Christian education, there should be a good balance between educational freedom
and educational responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is
always incomplete and never final. The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school,
college, or seminary is controlled by the authority of Jesus Christ. The teacher is
controlled by the power of the Scriptures. The teacher is controlled by the obvious
purpose for which the school was started and continues.

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.;

119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2;

7:241t.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians

4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3;
1\
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James 1:5; 3:17.
XIII. Stewardship

God is the giver of all earthly and heavenly blessings. God is the giver of all that we
have and all that we are. Christians have a spiritual responsibility to the whole world.
Christians have a responsibility to share the gospel. Christians have a duty to be good
managers of their possessions. They have the responsibility to serve Him with their
time, talents, and material possessions. Christians should know that all of these are
given to them to use for the glory of God and for helping others. The Scriptures say that
Christians should give a percentage of their income cheerfully, regularly, carefully, and
generously. Christians should give for the progress of the Redeemer's plan on earth.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-
4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11;
17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2
Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.

XIV. Cooperation

Christ's people should, as time requires, plan associations and conventions that will best
get cooperation for the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no power over one
another or over the churches. These organizations are voluntary. They are to make
suggestions planned to get, to join, and to direct the interests of our people in the most
successful way. Members of New Testament churches should help each other to spread
the missionary, educational, and kind ministries of Christ’s Kingdom. This should be
done together to add to Christ's Kingdom. The meaning of Christian unity in the New
Testament is spiritual agreement and voluntary help by many groups of Christ’s people
to reach a common purpose. Cooperation is wanted between the many Christian
denominations when the purpose is right. Cooperation is wanted when there is no
ignoring of the sense of right and wrong. Cooperation is wanted when there is no giving
up of loyalty to Christ and His Word as explained in the New Testament.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5;
Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14;
2:11f.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9;
Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

XV. The Christian and the Social Order

All Christians have a responsibility to try to make the will of Christ first in our own
lives and in the world. The ways and methods used to improve society and to create
righteousness among men can be very helpful. These changes are helpful only if they
come because of the rebirth of the person by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ.
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Just like Christ, Christians should be against racial discrimination, every form of greed,
self-interest, and evil, and all forms of sexual wrongdoing, including adultery,
homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for orphans, the poor, the
abused, the old, the weak, and the sick. We should speak for the unborn. We should
insist on the holiness of all human life from its creation to natural death. Every
Christian should try to bring business, government, and all people under the influence
of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love. To do this Christians should be ready to
work with all men of good will in any good cause. Christians should always be careful
to act in love without giving up their loyalty to Christ and His truth.

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8;
Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21;
Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14; 1Corinthians 5:9-
10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-
17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8.

XVI. Peace and War

It is the duty of Christians to try to find peace with all men. In keeping with the
character and teachings of Christ, Christians should do everything they can to put an
end to war.

The true solution for war is the gospel of our Lord. The first need of the world is to
accept His teachings in all the actions of men and nations. The world needs to apply His
law of love to everything they do. Christian people all over the world should pray for
the time to come when the Prince of Peace will be in control.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9, 38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36, 38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7;
14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

XVII. Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of what is right and wrong. Man’s sense of what is right and wrong
is free from the rules and commandments of men. These rules and commandments may
be different from His Word. They may not be found in His Word. Church and state
should be separate. The state owes protection to every church. The state owes complete
freedom to every church in seeking spiritual matters. In giving this freedom, no
religious group or denomination should be given any special treatment by the state. The
national government was planned by God. It is the duty of Christians to give faithful
obedience in all things that are not against the known will of God. The church should
not expect the national government to do its work. The gospel of Christ considers only
spiritual methods to reach its purposes. The state has no right to require punishment for
religious beliefs of any kind. The state has no right to require taxes for the support of
any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal. This suggests
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the right of free communication with God by all men. This also suggests the right to
start and spread religious opinions without trouble from the government.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans
6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter
2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.

XVIII. The Family

God has planned the family as the first institution of the world. It is made up of persons
joined to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the joining of one man and one woman with the promise of being faithful to
one another for a lifetime. Marriage is God's special gift. Marriage shows the union
between Christ and His church. Marriage gives the man and the woman the way for
intimate friendship. Marriage is the way of sexual expression according to the main
beliefs in the Bible. Marriage is the way for increasing of the human race.

The husband and wife are of the same worth before God. Both are created in God's
likeness. The marriage relationship shows the way God relates to His people. A
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given duty to
provide for, to protect, and to guide his family. A wife is to submit herself with
kindness to the servant leadership of her husband. A wife submits just as the church
willingly submits to the leadership of Christ. She is made in the likeness of God. Her
husband is also made in the likeness of God. This makes the wife and husband equals.
She has the God-given duty respect her husband. She is to serve as his helper in running
the household and supporting the next generation.

Children, from the moment of creation, are a blessing and inheritance from the Lord.
Parents are to show to their children God's example for marriage. Parents are to teach
their children spiritual and right values. Parents are to guide their children to make
choices based on truths in the Bible. Parents are to guide their children by living a life
faithful to God. Parents are to guide their children with loving discipline. Children are
to respect and obey their parents.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1
Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-
22;12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-
12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-
21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.



